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The Minister of Education has communicated to school boards across the province the intent to 

introduce a replacement for the current School Act in the spring sitting of the Legislative 

Assembly.  The Minister has invited boards and others to provide input as this new legislation is 

being prepared. The Minister further indicates in an email to Boards (September 17, 2009): 

 

The new legislation is intended to be an enabling, overarching framework for the broad 

governance structures of the education system.  As such, I do not expect it to be 

prescriptive or restrictive except where deemed absolutely necessary.  Many of the rules 

in the current legislation may properly belong in regulation, on which there will be 

further consultation once the new legislation is passed. 

 

And 

 

These opportunities for input complement the work being done through the Inspiring 

Education process.  It is essential that the new legislation aligns with the long-term 

vision and frameworks for policy and governance being developed through Inspiring 

Education. 

 

The Edmonton Public School Board has developed this discussion paper to share with staff, 

parents and the wider community. The intent is to gather this broad input in the development of a 

final submission directly to the Minister by October 30, 2009.  

 

The Board believes that three main areas need to be included in any new provincial education 

legislation: 1) Defining Public Education, 2) A Focus on Success for All Students, 3) 

Establishing an Enabling Framework. 

 

Discussion 

The current School Act can be found online at 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/574.cfm?page=s03.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779733941  

And School Act regulations may be found at 

http://education.alberta.ca/department/policy/legislation/regulations.aspx  . 

 

Please provide feedback no later than Sunday, October 18. 

 

The following questions may guide your comments.
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What necessary values and principles must be reflected in a new School Act? 

 

What responsibilities for education must be retained by School Boards? 

 

What should the Edmonton Public School Board consider in its submission to the Minister of 

Education related to a new School Act? 

  

Defining Public Education 

Alberta Education has recently increased funding to private educational institutions, straining the 

current understanding of what constitutes public education. What is it that Alberta Education 

understands the roles of private, public, separate and francophone education to be? The 

Edmonton Public School Board, in existence since 1881, holds firmly to principles and values 

that are hallmarks of its operations and believes that these values and principles must be 

embedded in the new Act. 

 

Local Governance 

Throughout this document it is assumed that locally elected school boards are vital to a 

responsive and effective education system. Local autonomy related to education and the delivery 

of programs belongs in the hands of school boards to ensure attention and responsiveness to the 

character and needs of the local community. 

 

Access to quality education 

The principle of access implies that all students are welcomed and included in schools and 

school districts. It also implies that school jurisdictions do all in their power to prevent any 

restriction of learning opportunities within the available funding. 

 

Choice 

It is understood that students learn in different ways. They receive, process and express new 

information and experiences in ways framed by personality, values and habit. Families also hold 

values about the role of education, how it is delivered, and what the outcomes of the education 

system should be. The new Act must provide the framework within which school jurisdictions 

provide a range of learning opportunities from which families and students choose the most 

appropriate pathway to success. 

 

Equity 

It is recognized that students come from diverse settings and backgrounds. These variable 

experiences mean that students come to school systems in different states of readiness to learn 

and participate in schooling. The education system must reduce the gaps between students with 

enriched and impoverished personal backgrounds. 

 

Diversity 

The new Act must recognize and value the diverse make up of students, families and staff 

members in the community and recognize that public schools will welcome any child regardless 

of ability, ethnicity, culture, language, socio-economic status, gender, or sexual orientation and 

create safe, respectful learning environments for all. 
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Citizenship and character development 

The role of citizenship and character development is crucial to social coherence and success. The 

Act should recognize the role schools and school boards play in developing young people 

prepared to fully participate socially, economically, and politically in their communities. 

 

A Focus on Success for all Students 

 

The education system must ensure that the conditions for the success of all students are 

established and met. The following elements must be addressed: 

 

• Ensure that the new Act is primarily focused on students and their success 

• Consider both lowering the entry and increasing the exit compulsory age for schooling 

(i.e. make Kindergarten compulsory, increase compulsory age from 16 to 18) 

• Define the roles, rights and responsibilities for: 

o Students 

o Parents/ guardians 

o Teachers 

o Principals 

o Secretary – Treasurers  

o Superintendents 

o Trustees 

o Alberta Education 

• Ensure cross-ministry support for integrated services that sustain students and families 

(including early education services, mental health and health supports, child welfare, 

justice services, etc.) 

• Ensure compulsory second language programs beginning as early as possible so that 

these students may be able to participate in the global knowledge community 

• Recognize that students require flexible programs that are not bound strictly by time (i.e. 

students may advance their programs as they are able, or they may need longer to 

complete programs of study) 

• Define levels of student success  

 

 

 

Establishing an Enabling Framework 

The new Act should address the following areas: 

• Provide “natural person powers” to all school jurisdictions (This means that a board 

could undertake any initiative unless there is a prohibition against it in a new Act, 

currently boards are only allowed to do what is defined within the School Act and 

nothing more.) 

• Establish enabling framework, rather than highly restrictive or prescriptive provisions 

(Create substantial outcomes and allow school jurisdictions flexibility in achieving those 

outcomes) 

• Financial flexibility related to borrowing for specific projects and revenue generating 

mechanisms (tax levy, sale of assets and services, other sources of revenue, etc.) 

• Flexibility for local decision-making (i.e. locally developed courses and programs) 
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• Allow for greater flexibility in the school calendar (e.g. August to May school year) 

• The new Act should replace the highly regulatory sections with overarching outcome 

statements. These sections would be addressed through a system of regulations as 

determined by Alberta Education. 

 


