
 
 
 
October 28, 2009 
 
 
 
 
Hon. David Hancock 
Minister of Education 
224 Legislature Building 
10800 – 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB  T5K 2B6 
 
Dear Minister Hancock: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I want to thank you for the opportunity to provide our views 
with regards to the School Act.  Our response follows the outline of the discussion document 
previously forwarded and in particular the statements under the heading Foundational Themes. 
 
Response to Foundational Theme #1: 

Medicine Hat School District No. 76 does not have any concerns with the Foundational Theme #1 and 
is supportive of this concept. 
 
Response to Foundational Theme #2 
 
Although Medicine Hat School District No. 76 supports this concept in general, there is one critical 
component of the educational process that must be included.  The concept of recognizing the 
importance of the need for public education to support student socialization is an important factor 
not to be ignored. The broader concept of socialization also needs to be recognized.   This includes 
the need to ensure that student socialization within a diverse community and larger community in 
which they live.  Students must have a part of their education that ensures that the socialization 
process is supported. 
 
Response to Foundational Theme #3 
 
Although Medicine Hat School District No. 76 supports this concept in general there are a few 
additional items that need to be considered.  These include: 
 
1. A provincial starting date for kindergarten would address issues created by students 

moving between jurisdictions with different starting dates. 
 
2. It is important to recognize that public education starts with kindergarten. 
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Response to Foundational Theme #4 
 
Medicine Hat School District No. 76 accepts the concepts proposed in paragraphs number 1 and 3, 
however, there must be a balance between recognizing the Board’s role in representing their local 
electorate and the Ministry’s role in public education.  There has to be a recognized balance of 
authority between these two roles and authorities. 
 
Response to Foundational Theme #5 
 
Medicine Hat School District No. 76 accepts the concepts proposed in paragraph number 1, but 
would again state that there must be a balance between recognizing the Board’s role in planning for 
the facilities within their jurisdiction and the Ministry’s role in overseeing the management of 
capital.  There has to be a recognized balance of authority between these two roles and authorities. 
   
Thank for your consideration of our comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gitta Hashizume  
Chair 
 


